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the rivers there are wolves, foxes, polecats, hares, otters, and
many other animals. On the mountain slopes wild elk and
deer and wapiti are found. The oak forests are the feeding-
grounds for great herds of wild pigs, the numbers of which
are kept down by the Ussuri tigers. The valleys are the
haunts of the bear. Of the many fur-bearing animals the
sable is the most valuable.

HUMAN ACTIVITIES
The lowlands of the Amur basin are favoured by warm
summers and relatively good soils, while the plateaux and
mountains provide a great wealth of timber and minerals,
and the rivers and coastal waters contain a great variety o
fish. The region has good communications with both Southern
Siberia and the Pacific coast, by means of the navigable
waterways and the Trans-Siberian Railway. It is served by
Russia's chief Pacific port, Vladivostock, and the smaller
ports of Nikolayevsk and Soviet Haven. It is probable that
the two latter ports are now connected with the Trans-
Siberian Railway by new lines described below.
It is possible to compare the position of Leningrad, the
western port of the Soviet Union, with Vladivostock, its
eastern port. Leningrad, together with Murmansk and Arch-
angel, serves a vast portion of the northern lands of the
U.S.S.R., rich in timber and minerals, although with limited
agricultural possibilities. Archangel and Murmansk are
terminal ports for the Arctic sea-route. Vladivostock, with
Nikolayevsk and Soviet Haven, serve the Far East, also rich
in minerals and timber, while Vladivostock itself is the centre
of sea-communications with North-eastern Siberia and the
Kolyma valley, besides being the eastern terminus of the
Arctic sea-route.
Both regions, the north-west and the north-east of the
U.S.S.R., are connected by rail with the chief centres of
population. But in the case of the Far East the length of
that connexion is enormous, and this remoteness, together
with the fact that it is naturally orientated towards the Pacific,